
(907) 276-0700 301 W. Northern Lights Blvd., Ste. 406, Anchorage, Alaska 99503 www.akrdc.org 

October 30, 2025 

Submitted electronically via: Joe_Byrnes@sullivan.senate.gov, hali_gruber@murkowski.senate.gov 
Joshua.Walton@mail.house.gov    

Honorable Senator Lisa Murkowski Honorable Senator Dan Sullivan 
522 Hart Senate Office Building         706 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510        Washington, DC 20510 

Honorable Congressman Nick Begich 
153 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

RE:  Support for S.J. Res. 80/H.J. Res. 124 

Dear Senator Murkowski, Senator Sullivan, and Congressman Begich: 

The Resource Development Council for Alaska (RDC) writes in support of S.J. Res. 80 and H.J. Res. 124 to 
disapprove the BLM’s 2022 NPR-A Integrated Activity Plan Record of Decision. RDC strongly supports 
these joint resolutions and urges Congress’s and the President’s swift action to reject this misguided and 
harmful planning decision. 

RDC is a statewide, non-profit trade association founded in 1975. Our membership is comprised of 
individuals and companies from Alaska’s fishing, tourism, forestry, mining, and oil and gas industries and 
includes Alaska Native corporations, local communities, organized labor, and industry support firms. 
RDC’s purpose is to encourage a strong, diversified private sector in Alaska and expand the state’s 
economic base through the responsible development of our natural resources.  

The 23 million acres contained in the NPR-A were set aside by the federal government in 1923, and 
directed by Congress in the Naval Petroleum Reserves Act of 1976, specifically for natural resource 
development, balanced with conservation, to promote America’s national security through energy 
resources, and it is an asset to the State of Alaska.  Responsible development in the NPR-A supports our 
nation’s energy security, well-paying jobs and economic benefits for local Alaska Native communities 
and the state as a whole. The 2022 BLM ROD improperly limits future oil and gas lease sales and 
development to occur by creating a presumption against future permitting.  This is a bad policy that does 
not support Alaska Native communities, organized labor, or our energy independence. 

Given the outstanding track record of the oil and gas industry in the Alaska Arctic, as well as the 
technological advances of the past 40 years, RDC supports an IAP for NPR-A that reopens all of NPR-A’s 
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subsurface historically available to oil and gas leasing with reasonable and economically feasible 
stipulations that do not discourage the development and transport of energy resources.   
 
The 2022 BLM IAP ROD unnecessarily prohibits leasing and development of potentially oil-rich lands in 
much of the NPR-A. This is a clear example of agency overreach and will only discourage responsible 
resource development and America’s energy independence. As RDC has emphasized numerous times 
before, the NPR-A is a petroleum reserve with a proven record where surface resources and subsistence 
can be protected without unduly restricting highly prospective areas to leasing.  
 
Decades of oil and gas activity on the North Slope clearly demonstrate industry can operate in the Arctic 
while maintaining the highest standards of safety and environmental sensitivity. New advances in 
technology have greatly reduced the footprint of development, allowing for greater consolidation of 
facilities and the preservation of more acreage within development zones for wildlife habitat. For 
example, as much as 60-plus square miles can now be developed from a single 12 to 14 acre gravel drill 
site. New drilling capabilities are being developed that may increase the subsurface development 
possible from the same size drill site to as much as 150-plus square miles. The net effect is an ever-
decreasing impact on surface resources. 
 
The discovery and development of new oil and gas deposits will benefit Alaska and local communities. 
State and local revenues derived from production will help sustain important services. New industry 
activity will also provide thousands of job opportunities, boost the local, state, and national economy, 
and help refill the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System (TAPS). Development of new energy deposits will also 
reduce reliance on imported oil and help maintain American energy dominance. 
 
Given the NPR-A was specifically designated by Congress to produce critical energy resources, it is 
important the BLM continues to provide access to prospects with the highest potential.  That is why this 
SJR 80 and HJR 124 are so critical to reverse the overreach of BLM’s 2022 NPR-A IAP record of decision. 
 
RDC is concerned with the alarming trend from the last administration of “locking up” oil-rich lands in 
NPR-A and providing for less leasing and less access. Much of the most prospective acreage could be 
removed from leasing under the 2022 ROD, including those closest to potential future production. To 
much protest and lack of adequate consultation, the BLM’s 2022 IAP record of decision for the NPR-A did 
just this - locking up highly prospective areas and layering surface protections prohibitive to leasing or 
development. 
 
On a related note, attached to this letter of support is a copy of RDC’s comments to the 2023 BLM 
Proposed Rule for the Management and Protection of the National Petroleum Reserve in Alaska, 43 CFR 
Part 2360, RIN 1004-AE95, dated December 7, 2023. While this rule is currently under consideration for 
rescission pursuant to Executive Order 14153 and Department of Interior Secretarial Order 3422, related 
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to “Unleashing Alaska’s Extraordinary Resource Potential,” (which RDC fully supports) we hope these 
comments help you and your staff with historical context for building support for these CRA’s to 
disapprove the BLM’s 2022 NPR-A IAP record of decision. 
 
Conclusion 
 
RDC appreciates your leadership introducing S.J. Res. 80 and H.J. Res. 124 and moving forward with 
disapproval of the BLM’s 2022 NPR-A IPA Record of Decision. The 2022 ROD went too far and does not 
properly follow the intent and purpose for the NPR-A and mandated by Congress.   
 
A CRA disapproving the 2022 ROD for the NPR-A IAP will ensure federal lands in Alaska are open for 
business and help demonstrate energy dominance for the United States. The ability to develop new 
energy deposits in NPR-A will benefit Alaska, local communities, and the nation. Revenues derived from 
new production will also help sustain important state services. Industry activity will provide new job 
opportunities for local residents and others while boosting the economy. Increased access to NPR-A can 
be accommodated without sacrificing the traditional ways of life, especially the subsistence needs of 
Alaska residents in the Arctic. Ensuring the NPR-A is open for future lease sales will maintain America’s 
energy dominance and reduce foreign imports. 
 
Thank you for your leadership on this issue of vital importance to Alaska’s economic future. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Leila Kimbrell 
Executive Director 
Resource Development Council for Alaska 
Celebrating 50 Years of Responsible Resource Development in Alaska 
 
CC: Governor Mike Dunleavy 
 
Encl: December 7, 2023, RDC Comment Letter re BLM Proposed Rule for the Management and 

Protection of the National Petroleum Reserve in Alaska, 43 CFR Part 2360, RIN 1004-AE95 
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