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ALASKA
SEAFOOD

42,000 direct jobs in AK

Over 140 rural and remote communities  
depend on the Alaska seafood industry for 
employment, wages, and tax revenue

Is among the best -managed fisheries 
in the world

All major fisheries  are independently
certified for sustainability

Produces  ~60% of total  US seafood

IMPACTS OF ALASKA'S SEAFOOD INDUSTRY

$5.2 Billion
Total economic value added to Alaska's 
economy by the seafood industry.

$125 Million
Total annual state, municipal, and federal 
taxes, fees and self-assessments paid by 
commercial fishermen and seafood 
processors in 2024.

$1.9 Billion
Annual labor income generated by the 
seafood industry in Alaska.

Arctic -Yukon -Kuskokwim
875

WORKERS
$18 million
VALUE ADDED

Southcentral
9,450

WORKERS
$774 million
VALUE ADDED

Bristol Bay
13,575

WORKERS
$651 million
VALUE ADDED

Kodiak
4,425

WORKERS
$537 million
VALUE ADDED

Southeast
8,300

WORKERS
$746 million
VALUE ADDED

Bering Sea & 
Aleutian Islands

12,125
WORKERS

$2.5 billion
VALUE ADDED



INTERDEPENDENCE

Fishermen CommunitiesProcessors



FISHERIES TO ALASKA

Crab
10%

Other Species

Crab
<1%

Other Species

Pacific Cod
7%

Percent of Ex -Vessel Value

TWO MOST IMPORTANT 
Salmon & Pollock together support the processing infrastructure that keeps other fisheries viable

Percent of Volume

Alaska Pollock

29%

Salmon

31%

Halibut 
& Sablefish
10%

Pacific Cod

9%

Flatfish, Rockfish

9% 2%

Alaska Pollock

60%

Salmon

13%

Halibut 
& Sablefish

1%

Flatfish, Rockfish

17% 1%
(including Atka Mackerel)(including Atka Mackerel)



IMPORTANCE OF 
POLLOCK TO ALASKA

Billion lbs AK Seafood Billion lbs Trawl Billion lbs Pollock
5 4 3

Port infrastructure Air Service Markets for non -trawl fisheries 
(e.g., cod and halibut)

Subsidizing variable 
processing markets

Tax revenue

Cargo costs Skilled labor and 
support businesses

Independent harvesters CDQ revenue



98.5%  o f p o llock is 
harve ste d  in Fe d e ral 
wate rs (& vast  majority 
in the  Be ring  Se a)

1.5% is harve ste d  in 
State  wate rs



POLLOCK BIOMASS & 
HARVEST LIMITS
• Prote ct ions in p lace  b oth se asonally 

and  re g ionally to  p ro te ct  sp e cie s p re y 
re source

• Law re q uire s scie nt ist s (not  manag e rs) 
se t  ove rfishing  limit s

• The  Alaska p ollock fishe ry d oe s not  
catch or t arg e t  juve nile  p ollock.

• The  Be ring  Se a p ollock fishe ry harve st s 
le ss than 15% of the  
to tal ad ult b iomass

• In 2026, harve st  limit s we re  se t  30% 
b e low b io log ical limit s, and  45% b e low 
ove rfishing  limit s

2012-2024 Adult Pollock Biomass, 
Catch limits, Catch



HABITAT IMPACTS
Cumulative impacts to seafloor & marine habitat are evaluated and limited



Bering Sea
Pollock Vessels

1-2 observers or 
multiple cameras on every trip

Gulf of Alaska Pollock Vessels
99% use camerasShoreside Plants

At least 2 observers for every offload. Every 
salmon is counted and genetic sampling is done.

100% MONITORING
ALL Bering Sea trawl trips are independently observed

REQUIRED BY LAW



Jellyfish

Squid

Herring

Pacific cod

Chum salmon

Sablefish
Perch

Skate Shark other

BYCATCH COMPOSITION
9 8 %-9 9 % of ca tch  is  pollock



SALMON BYCATCH
Not all salmon are from AK; Genetics data = focused avoidance

Chinook Salmon
47% from Western Alaska

Chum Salmon
15% from Western Alaska

Data from Eastern Bering Sea pollock fishery



Alaska Peninsula: 2,322

Coastal W. Alaska: 4,026

Yukon Alaska: 12

NW GOA: 35

SE Alaska: 362

Copper: 1
NE GOA: 21

Yukon Canada: 74

2024 BERING SEA CHINOOK 
BYCATCH BY REGION 
(in  #  of sa lmon)

Russia/West Coast 
US/British Columbia: 

1,195
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Be cause  we  know numb e rs, ag e , 
g e ne t ics of salmon b ycatch, scie nt ist s 
re g ularly calculate  the  imp act  o f 
Be ring  Se a p ollock b ycatch on 
We ste rn AK Chinook stocks: ave rag e s 
1.9% of WAK runs.

• Hard  cap s on Chinook b ycatch 
since  2011

• Cap s lowe re d  with lowe r Chinook 
ab und ance  in 2016

• Cap s/closure s ap p rove d  to  re d uce  
We ste rn AK chum b ycatch in 2026

REGULATIONS INCLUDE HARD CAPS ON 
SALMON BYCATCH



REGULATIONS REQUIRE BYCATCH AVOIDANCE 
ON THE WATER THE ENTIRE SEASON

• Salmon e xclud e rs re q uire d

• Cap tains are  re q uire d  to  share  re al-t ime  d ata (locat ion and  b ycatch) with all 
o the r p o llock ve sse ls to  avoid  salmon hotsp ots

• Fishing  are as are  close d  on a ro lling  b asis throug hout  the  se ason for 4–7 
d ays whe n b ycatch hotsp ots occur.

• Ne w g e ne t ic lab  in Dutch Harb or p aid  for b y ind ust ry p rovid e s weekly  
g e ne t ic d ata on chum b ycatch to  id e nt ify whe the r chum are  from Alaska or 
Russia/Asia. This informat ion he lp s ve sse ls know whe n to  move . 



PURPOSE OF THE CDQ PROGRAM

1. Provid e  op p ortunity to  p art icip ate  and  
inve st  in fishe rie s in the  Be ring  Se a and  
Ale ut ian Island s Manag e me nt  Are a

2. Sup p ort  e conomic d e ve lop me nt  in 
We ste rn Alaska

3. Alle viate  p ove rty and  p rovid e  e conomic 
and  social b e ne fit s fo r re sid e nts o f 
We ste rn Alaska; and

4. Achie ve  sustainab le  and  d ive rsifie d  local 
e conomie s in We ste rn Alaska



CDQ PROGRAM ECONOMIC IMPACT TODAY

• CDQ  is se lf-sustaining
• Mand ate  to  inve st  in fishe rie s
• Ove r $1.4 b illion in to tal asse t s
• Annual re ve nue  of $350 million+
• “Alaskanizat ion” of Alaska fishe rie s
• Pollock re p re se nts ~70% of CDQ  p rog ram re ve nue

APICDA Board Chair
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Nikolski  residents building new water lines with APICDA grant funding

COMBINED CDQ PROGRAM BENEFITS

• $80-100 million to tal annual in-
re g ion sp e nd ing  (We ste rn Alaska)

• $30 million annual infrast ructure  
sp e nd ing

• $3+ million p e r ye ar in 
e d ucat ional/ scholarship  sp e nd ing

• Small b oat  fishe ry and  food  se curity 
sup p ort

• CDQ  p rovid e s 1,400 in-re g ion job s, 
and  5,000 to tal job s

• Small b oat  fishe rie s sup p ort  and  
marke ts

• Re se arch fund ing  (salmon 
g e ne t ics/b ycatch and  g e ar 
mod ificat ions)



KEY TAKEAWAYS | CDQ PROGRAM

• Camp aig n me ssag ing  ove rsimp lifying  
comp le x issue s

• CDQ  is one  of Alaska’s most  imp ortant  
rural e conomic d e ve lop me nt  p rog rams

• He althy salmon and  sustainab le  
comme rcial fishe rie s are  not  mutually 
e xclusive

• Must  b alance  me asurab le  conse rvat ion 
b e ne fit s along sid e  community and  
e conomic imp acts

Salmon f ishing in Nelson Lagoon: APICDA provides ice and market 
access in partnership with Silver Bay Seafoods



THE TRUTH ALASKA



THE TRUTH ALASKA

1. Re store  t rust  in Alaska’s p o llock fishe ry

2. Re frame  p ub lic und e rstand ing  throug h e d ucat ion

3. Re alig n p olit ical p osit ioning  around  the  fishe ry

4. Ele vate  Alaskan voice s as the  cre d ib le  me sse ng e rs

GOALS OF OUR NON-PROFIT:



THE TRUTH ALASKA

n = 810, Dittman Research, survey from Feb. 2026
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