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Membership Form

RDC is a statewide business association comprised of individuals and companies from Alaska's oil
and gas, mining, forest products, tourism and fisheries industries. RDC's membership includes Alaska
Native Corporations, local communities, organized labor, and industry support firms. RDC's purpose
is to encourage a strong, diversified private sector in Alaska and expand the state's economic base
through the responsible development of our natural resources.

To join or to view a list of current RDC members, visit akrde.org/membership
Contact Information:

Name; Title:

Organization:

Mailing Address;

City / State/ Zip:
Phone: Mobile:
Email: Website:

" Membership Levels

Membership Is a one-year term with an annual fee, explring on the annlversary of your enroliment, with an online renewal option.

*

Individual: Corporate;
Basic $75 Basic $500
Silver $150 Silver $750
Gold ‘ $300 Gold $1,500
Platinum:- - - $500 and up Platinum $3,000 and up

*Corporate members receive a listing on akrdc.org

Please select the category or categories in which your business should be classified:

] Communications/Technology [ Legal Counsel [l Timber
[} Communities 1 Media [ Tourism
1 Construction [7] Mining [I Trade/Business Organization
[ Engineering/ Environmental [] Native Corporation [1 Transportation
[ Finance/insurance 7] O and Gas [] Wilities / Energy
I Fishing [] Other Industry Services
[T Government {1 support Services
Membership Amount: $ [] Please Invoice Me [ 1 Check Enclosed
Charge my card:; Expiration Date:

RDC is classified as a 501(c)}{8) non-profit frade association. Membaership dues and other financial support may be tax deductible
as an ordinary business expense, but not as a charitable contribution. 16.9% of RDC support is non-deductible. '
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Growing Alaska Through Responsible Resource Development

August 31, 2017

Ms. Karen Mouritsen, Acting Director
BLM Alaska State Office

222 W. 7" Avenue, Mailstop 13
Anchecrage, AK 99513-7504

Re: Call for comments for National Petroleum Reserve — Alaska

Dear Ms. Mouritsen:
U Cam Toohsy

** Sinclair Witt Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments at this early stage of the new planning

SEat efforts to re-examine future management of the National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska

(NPR-A). Given the outstanding track record of the oil and gas and mining industries in
the Alaska Arctic, as well as the technological advances of the past 40 years, the
Resource Development Council for Alaska, Inc. (RDC) supports opening all of the energy
reserve fo oil and gas, mineral, and coal leasing. In addition, RDC encourages the Bureau
of Land Management (BLM) to update provisions for transportation corridors inside NPR-
A to facilitate future resource development.

‘Rick Bayles
- Jason Brune -

* Patrick Garter--: -5 50 . , . . e e .
- Dave Chapul. - RDC is an Alaskan business association comprised of individuals and companies from

Sj‘;‘;ifgz‘;ﬂfy Alaska’s oil and gas, mining, forest products, tourism and fisheries industries. RDC’s

- Dave Griz membership includes Alaska Native Corporations, local communities, organized labor,
 Mike Fens and industry support firms. RDC’s purpose is to encourage a strong, diversified private

sector in Alaska and expand the state’s economic base through the responsible

development of our natural resources.

Oil and Gas Leasing and Development

Expanded oil and gas development and production in Alaska will help strengthen
American energy independence, promote domestic energy production, and support local
job growth. However, the 2013 Integrated Activity Plan for NPR-A unnecessarily prohibits
leasing and development in much of Northeast NPR-A and oil-rich lands adjacent to
Teshekpuk Lake.

In 1823, Congress designated NPR-A for energy production. Therefore, all prospective
areas should be opened to leasing, especially closed areas in the northeast part of the
energy reserve and lands around Teshekpuk Lake. [n planning for future development,
BLM can deploy reasonable mitigation measures to protect surface resources important to
{ocal residents for subsistence needs, and the environment.

Decades of oil, gas, and mining activity clearly demonstrate industry has the capability to
operate throughout the Arctic while maintaining the highest standards of safety and
environmental sensitivity. New advances in technology have greatly reduced the footprint
of development, allowing for greater consolidation of facilities and the preservation of
more acreage within development zones for wildlife habitat.
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Industry has proven it can explore and develop potential reserves in these areas in a way that minimizes
impacts on the environment, wildlife, traditional subsistence activities, and cultural resources, Industry has
taken the best practices and technology of the past 40 years of Arctic development and has applied them to
the latest generation of oil field development. This has led to a new and higher standard for
environmentally-responsible development and has reduced the footprint of development in sensitive areas.

The discovery and development of new oif and gas deposits will benefit Alaska and local communities.
State and local revenues derived from production will help sustain important state services. New industry
activity wilt also provide thousands of job opportunities, boost the local, state, and national economy, and
refill the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System (TAPS), which is currently running at three-quarters empty.
Development of new energy deposits will also reduce reliance on imported oil and help establish American
energy dominance.

Given NPR-A was specifically designated by Congress for the production of energy resources, it is
important BLM provide access to prospects with the highest potential. North Slope oil and gas deposits
have occurred almost exclusively within a 25-mile strip of the Beaufort Sea coastline — a geologic structure
known as the Barrow Arch. Acreage within this area could hold significant deposits and should be open to
development.

. Three large discoveries have been announced in recent years outside the east and north borders of NPR-A
in two little-explored reservoirs that extend into the energy reserve — the Nanushuk and Torok formations.
Armstrong Energy and Repsol drilled into the Nanushuk formation in 2015 to make a major discovery in the
Pikka Unit, a chunk of State of Alaska leases north of the village of Nuigsuit. Two wells drilled this winter by
Armstrong at a prospect known as Horseshoe showed new evidence of a large find that extends its already
huge Nanushuk play by an additional 20 miles. The Horseshoe wells confirm the Nanushuk reservoir as a
significant emerging opportunity on the North Slope and a potential game changer with billions of barrels of
conventional oil. Geologists believe the discoveries in the relatively shallow reservoir increase the likelihood
of large oil discoveries in NPR-A.

In addition, ConocoPhillips announced in January a major discovery of 300 million barrels of oil at its Willow
prospect in Northeastern NPR-A and Caelus Energy Alaska has reported a potential multi-billion barrel field
at Smith Bay, located in state waters off the northern coast of the energy reserve. More than 500,000
barrels a day in new production could come from these and other projects on state and federal lands in the
area, triggering a major reversal in TAPS throughput.

These new discoveries and the highly-promising Nanushuk reservoir indicate NPR-A's energy reserves may
be much higher than estimated under the Obama administration. Previously, federal geologists estimated
the energy reserve contained approximately 10 billion barrels of recoverable oil, but those estimates were
sharply reduced to less than 900 million barrels by the Obama administration in 2010. Following that
dramatic revision, nearly half of the reserve was put off-limits to development, including large swaths of
highly-prospective lands within the Barrow Arch.

RDC is concerned with the alarming trend over the past eight years of “locking up” oil-rich lands in NPR-A
and the Alaska Arctic Outer Continental Shelf. Through the previous planning process, 11 million acres of
the energy reserve’s 22.8 million acres were closed to leasing, including areas beneath and around
Teshekpuk Lake. We are very much concerned that the trend clearly has been toward less leasing and less
access. Much of the most prospective acreage within the Barrow Arch has now been removed from leasing,
including those closest to potential future production. It is important to remember this is a petroleum
reserve.
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RDC strongly supports the BLM in re-visiting the Integrated Activity Plan for NPR-A to incorporate the most
current information and develop new management goals, objectives, and actions that would be consistent
across the entire energy reserve. It is our hope that such efforts will re-open oil-rich areas in the northern
areas of the reserve.

RDC recognizes coastal areas of the petroleum reserve contain large populations of waterfow! and caribou
and are valued by local residents for subsistence hunting. Flowever, a variety of protective measures,
operating procedures, standards, and stipulations are employed to mitigate impacts of energy development
on other land uses and resources in areas where development currently occurs on the North Slope. We
urge BLM tfo provide access to NPR-A’s prospective acreage while providing reasonable measures to
mitigate impacts. These measures should be both technically and economically feasible.

RDC believes it is unnecessary for BLM to defer or continue to keep closed highly prospective acreage in
NPR-A to potential future lease sales. These withdrawals only serve to significantly reduce ultimate
recovery of oil from the energy reserve with little or no benefit to the environment and wildlife. If BLM
removes the best prospects from future leasing, there is unlikely to be significant industry interest going
forward in the energy reserve. If much of the coastal areas remain closed to leasing and exploration, then
much of the energy reserve’s potential will be gutted and industry’s interest and investment will move
elsewhere beyond Alaska, weakening the local and statewide economy.

Ironically, had sensitive wildlife and wetland areas along the central North Slope coastal plain been
withdrawn from exploration in the 1960s, there would have been no discovery of cil at Prudhoe Bay,
Kuparuk, and other North Slope oil fields. Alaska would not have the economy and public infrastructure it
has in place today, and the nation would have been forced to import at least an additional 17 billion barrels
of oil over the past 40 years at a staggering cost. Instead, North Slope oil fields have elevated Alaska’s
economy over the past four decades. In addition, the Central Arctic caribou herd population has grown from
5,000 animals in 1970 to over 60,000 in recent years, demonstrating oil and gas development can coexist
with wildlife and the environment.

As the BLM begins the process of re-visiting and updating the management plan for NPR-A, we encourage
the agency to ultimately produce a plan that demonstrates federal lands in Alaska are open for business.

Minerals and coal leasing

Given the outstanding track record of the mining industry in the Arctic and sub-Arctic, the technological
advances of the past four decades, and the increasing need for strategic minerals, RDC also supporis
opening NPR-A to mineral entry, as well as mineral and coal leasing. RDC acknowledges that before the
mining of minerals and coal can occur, an act of Congress would be required to open NPR-A to mineral
entry. We encourage the Secretary of the Interior to advance such a recommendation to President Trump.

Specifically, the northern foothills of the Brooks Range have significant potential for base metals discoveries
similar to the rich zinc and lead ores found elsewhere in Alaska. It is well known that the region also holds
significant deposits of copper and iron, as well as some of the most significant coal deposits anywhere in
the world. In fact, America is called the “Saudi Arabia of coal,” partly because of the reserve base inside
NPR-A.

NPR-A should be managed with a true muitiple use philosophy as mandated by BLM, allowing for the
coexistence of development, recreation and subsistence uses. RDC opposes the establishment of single-
purpose, highly-restrictive .conservation units in NPR-A as Alaska already has an overwhelming majority of
the nation’s public lands closed to development. As noted earlier, environmental concerns and habitat
issues can be adequately addressed through lease stipulations and the permitting process. Decades of
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mining activity with today’s technology clearly demonstrate industry has the capability to operate throughout
Alaska while maintaining the highest standards of safety and environmental sensitivity.

Conclusion

The development of new oil, gas, mineral, and coal deposits in NPR-A will benefit Alaska, local communities
and the nation. Revenues derived from new production will help sustain important state services. Industry
activity will also provide new job opportunities for local residents and others while boosting the economy.
Increased access to NPR-A should be accommodated with provisions to protect the traditional ways of life,
especially the subsistence needs of Northwest Alaska residents.

Opening highly-prospective areas of NPR-A to future lease sales would advance the President’s and the
Department of Interior’s “all-of-the-above” approach to energy development, which includes oil and gas,
coal, strategic minerals and renewable sources.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments in this early planning stage for future lease sales in
NPR-A. :

Sincerely,
Carl Portman
Deputy Director
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August 21, 2017

Kelly Denit _
National Marine Fisheries Service, NOAA
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

1315 East-West Highway

Silver Spring, MD 20810

Re: Request for comments on “Streamlining Regulatory Processes and Reducing Regulatory
Burden” Docket No. NOAA-NMFS-2017-0067-0001

Dear Ms. Denit,

The Resource Development Council for Alaska, Inc. (RDC) is writing in response to the National
Qcean and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) request for input on how to streamline the
regulatory process and reduce regulatory burden. RDC appreciates NOAA’s efforts in seeking
out meaningful feedback from stakeholders impacted by over-burdensome and in many cases
duplicative regulations.

RDC is an Alaskan, ron-profit, membership-funded organization founded in 1975. The RDC
membership is comprised of individuals and companies from Alaska's oil and gas, mining,
timber, tourism, and fisheries industries, as well as Alaska Native corporations, local
communities, organized labor, and industry support firms. RDC’s purpose is to link these
diverse interests logether to encourage a strong, diversified private sector in Alaska and expand
the state’s economic base through the responsible development of our natural resources.

Based on the diversity of RDC's membership both geographically and across various resource
sectors, there are a number of regulatory processes that have placed unnecessary burden and
.created uncertainty for their businesses and current or potential futtre projects. The
Endangered Species Act (ESA) in particular is a policy that has increasingly been used as a tool
to drive up costs, delay, or in some cases halt projects, without demonstrating any real benefit
to a species. Thus, the majority of these comments will focus on areas of concern within the
ESA.

ESA Compensatory Mitigation Policy

The ESA Compensatoery Mitigation Policy (The Policy,} which was finalized on August 18, 2017
is an unnecessary application of voluntary compensatory mitigation program that will only create
additional confusion-and uncertainty for project proponents, potentially resulting in delayed
operations -and increased costs at best. At worst, The Policy could prevent projects from moving
forward at ali. ' )

The Policy raises a number of concerns, most notably the assertion made that the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (USFWS), jointly with the National Marines Fisheries Service (NMFS, “the
Service” or “Services”) has authority to require compensatory mitigation resulting in a ‘net gain’
or ‘no net [oss’ under the ESA. The ESA and its implementing regulations do not require or
recommend The Services enforce compensatory mitigation measures and in fact clearly state
as much in the ESA Section 7 Consultation Handbook, which reads: "the objective of incidental
take analysis under section 7 is minimization, not mitigation.” The Services must ensure that an
action is not likely to jeopardize or cause adverse modification and may prescribe measures to
minimize — not "mitigate” or “fully compensate” for — the impact of the authorized incidental
take.

121 West Fireweed Lane, Suite 250, Anchorage, Alaska $9503
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The Policy acknowledges “the Service’s authority to require compensatory mitigation under the ESA is limited and
differs under Sections 7 and 10" and the Service’s “authorily to require a ‘net gain' in the status of listed or at-risk
species has littie or no application under the ESA.” Nonetheless, The Policy goes on fo offer guidelines with the end
goal of “net gain” or “no net loss” compensatory mitigation under the ESA. This paradox distorts the Services intent for
how The Policy would be implemented and suggests that the Services would unlawfully require “net gain” or "no net
loss” compensatory mitigation of project applicants.

RDC acknowledges that The Policy represents the Services attempt to implement an Executive Order and Pepartment
of Interior mitigation policies in the context of the Services responsibility to administer the ESA. However, new policy
directives apply only to the extent they are consistent with existing laws adopted by Congress, If Congress had
intended to require that every impact to listed species be completely offset {or result in a net gain), it would have
written such a requirement into the ESA. If the Service or the President desires such a result, the only solution is for
Congress to amend the ESA to provide that authority to the Executive Branch. For this reason, RDC urges The Policy
be withdrawn.

Critical Habitat Designation

A recently revised rule (Listing Endangered and Threatened Species and Designating Critical Habitat; Implementing
Changes to the Regulations for Designating Critical Habitat (revising portions of 50 C.F.R. § 424). 81 Fed. Reg. 7413~
40 (Feb. 11, 2018)) allows the Services to designate as critical habitat areas that are currently not occupied by the
listed species or are considered potential future habitat. This interpretation is inconsistent with the plain language and
intent of the statute to designate as critical habitat to those areas within the species’ current range in which essential
physical or biological features are present at the time of listing.

The rule gives the Services limitless discretion to determine the scale at which critical habitat should be designated for
a listed species, without relying on present day sound science. The Service can and has designated critical habitat
areas that are larger than necessary, including areas outside the specie’s range. Excessively large designations, such
as for potar bear and proposed ringed and bearded seal critical habitat, does little to protect the species yet places
burden on industry, individuals, local governments, and Native organizations due to increased permitting and
mitigation actions that are then required under other jaws.

The ESA and Climate Change :

The Service has, for the first time, determined that a distinct population segment of a currently healthy and even
abundant species, the bearded seal, is “threatened” based solely on harm predicted to occur nearly a century after the
listing. The Service ignored that the current Alaska bearded seal population is healthy at about 155,000 individuals
and that the International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources has classified the bearded seal
as a "species of least concern.”

The listing of the bearded seal relied principally, if not solely, upon climate change resulting in the loss of sea ice as
the governing factor. Moreover, The Service has concluded that this identified threat will not likely manifest until the
year 2100. The Service also readily acknowledges that the threat triggering the listings—climate induced reduction in
Arctic sea ice—is not imminent, predictable, or addressable under the ESA’s regulatory mechanisms.

With the bearded seal listing, The Service has effectively replaced the ESA's listing framework with a new
precautionary" approach that, taken to its logical extreme, could result in the near!y automatic listing of almest all
species, especially in the Arclic.

Alaska is in many ways “ground zero” for the potential effects of climate change. Allowing multiple pointless ESA
listings of Arctic species will make things materially worse for Alaskans. These listings will have no appreciable
conservation benefits and instead, will stifle the responsiblie economic development that is the lifeline for all of Alaska.
This case perfectly encapsulates why the ESA is not an appropriate or effective tool to combat the long-term
challenges posed by global climate change.

There are many other areas of the ESA that need to be improved, and RDC supporls the ESA specific comments
submitted in this Docket by the State of Alaska on August 21, 2017.
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National Ocean Policy

Lastly, the Natichal Ocean Policy (NOP) instated under the Obama Administration by Executive Order has negatively
impacted opportunities for job creation by unnecessarily increasing federal bureaucracy and regulatory directives,
costs, and uncertainties. The NOP alters the governance of marine uses and resources in the United States. Among
other things, it orders dozens of federal agencies to conform all their actions and decisions to be consistent with
“coastal and marine spatiat plans” (CMSP) created pursuant to the Executive Order. This process also fundamentally
changes the implementation of numerous federal laws — including but not limited to the National Environmental Policy
Act, Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (*MSA”"), Coastal Zone Management Act, and
Cuter Continental Shelf Lands Act (“OCGSLA™ — as it inappropriately removes any regulatory options or alternatives
from consideration unless they are consistent with the marine plans and the broader NOP, :

The NOP has infroduced new regulatory processes that conflict with the mandates and intent of multiple existing
federal statutes, introduced new permitting hurdles that lead to delays and unduly burdensome conditions, and
increase the likelihood of litigation, all to the detriment of jobs and economic growth. In short, RDC urges the NOP
Executive Order be vacated.

In closing, RDC applauds efforts to streamline the regulatory and permitting processes so that Alaskans can
responsibly develop our natural resources as mandated by the Alaska Constitution (Article VIH, Section V). Thank you
for your consideration of these comments.

Respectfully,

e

Kati Capozzi
Communications & Projects Manager
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August 15, 2017

Ms. Kelly Hammerle

National Program Manager

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management
45600 Woodland Road

Mailstop VAM-LD

Sterling, Virginia 20166

RE: Request for Information on 2019-2024 Outer Continental Shelf Oil & Gas Leasing
Program

Dear Ms. Hammerle:

I am writing on behalf of the Resource Development Council for Alaska, Inc. (RDC) to
express strong support for a new five-year Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) oil and gas
leasing program that would replace the current program which excluded most of the
Alaska Arctic from future exploration and development.

RDC is an Alaskan business association comprised of individuals and companies from
Alaska’s oil and gas, mining, forest products, tourism and fisheries industries. RDC’s
membership includes Alaska Native Corporations, local communities, crganized fabor,
and industry support firms. RDC’s purpose is to encourage a strong, diversified private
sector in Alaska and expand the state’s economic base through the responsible
development of our natural resources.

RDC urges the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) to consider in the Draft
Proposed Program (DPP) those areas that were not included in the 2017-2022
program, especially prolific areas of the Beaufort and Chukchi seas. By scoping all
areas for potential leasing, BOEM would ensure all options remain on the table and the
most promising opportunities are seriously considered.

The Beaufort and Chukchi seas form one of the most prospective basins in the world.
Together, these areas are estimated to hold 23.6 billion barrels of oil and 104 trillion
cubic feet of natural gas. In fact, the Alaska Arctic would constitute the eighth largest oil
resource in the world, ahead of Nigeria, Libya, Russia, and Norway.

The Arctic's untapped resources are of critical importance to both Alaska and the
United States. Oil and gas development offshore the North Slope is predicted to
produce an annual average of 35,000 direct and indirect jobs over the next half century
for Alaska alone. Those jobs would represent a total payroll of over $70 billion.

Economic activity resulting from OCS development in Alaska is estimated to generate
an annual average of nearly 55,000 jobs nationwide, with an estimated cumulative
payroll amounting to $145 billion over the same time period. From an economic
standpoint alone, Arctic OCS development would represent a windfall for the national
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economy. Revenues generated from Arctic OCS oil and natural gas production could amount to $200
billion to federal, state and local governments.

In Alaska, offshore development would serve to help maintain the integrity of the Trans-Alaska Pipeline
System (TAPS). The pipeline, which came on line 40 years ago, has safely transported more than 17 billion
" barrels of oil. TAPS reached peak throughput in 1988 at two million harrels a day, at which time accounted
for 25 percent of domestic production. However, throughput has now declined fo approximately 528,000
barrels per day, despite the vast resocurces available in the Arctic — both onshore and offshore. Future
offshore production could stem the decline, allowing for TAPS to remain viable for decades. In contrast,
excluding the Alaska Arctic from future lease sales could lead to the premature shutdown of TAPS and
compromise the long-term energy and economic security of Alaska and the nation.

Industry has shown that impacts to marine mammal subsistence activity can be avoided and mitigated
through close cooperation and communication with subsistence users. Newly instituted technologies will
further ensure that development and environmental protection can continue to coexist in the Arctic.

Leasing and subsequent exploration and development would bring much-needed infrastructure to the region
and would also provide additional response capabilities in an area where shipping and other activities are
increasing.

In addition to the Alaska Arctic, BOEM should also consider expanding access in the Gulf of Mexico and
provide access to the Aflantic basin to bolster domestic energy production. Such action would generate
hundreds of thousands of new jobs, billions of dollars in new federal revenues, and help establish American
energy dominance. Currently, 94 percent of the American OCS is unavailable for leasing. Overall, the
federal OCS is estimated to contain 89.9 billion barrels of oil and 327.5 trillion cubic feet of natural gas.

However, there are special interests in our nation that are opposed to further development of America’s
energy resources — both offshore and onshore. They advocate leaving oil in the ground, but even in an era
of climate change, reality requires continued development of America’s oil and gas resources. While
renewable and alternative energy will make up a growing part of the U.S. energy portfolio, they will not
significantly reduce our reliance on oil in the near or mid-term, given they are projected to account for a
relatively small percentage of America’s energy in 2030. The health of our economy and national security
will require utilization of both conventional and unconventional energy sources.

Every barrel of oil not developed in America will simply be imported from overseas where environmental
regulations are often weaker. To further reduce our reliance on foreign sources of oil, America must
continue to pursue responsible oil and gas development onshore and offshore Alaska, in the Lower 48
states, the Gulf of Mexico, and the Atlantic basin. New production would provide a bridge to the alternative
and renewable energy sources of the future.

In conclusion, RDC encourages BOEM in its new five-year program to pfovide access to those areas of the
Arctic that were omitted from the current program. Thank you far the opportunity to submit comments on the
new 2019-2024 program.

Sincerely,

i

Carl Portman
Deputy Director
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August 9, 2017

The Honorable Byron Mallott
Lieutenant Governor of Alaska
P.O. Box 110001

Juneau, AK 99811-0001

Re: Proposed Initiative 17FSH2

Dear Lieutenant Governor Mallott:

The Resource Development Council for Alaska, Inc. (RDC) is writing regarding a proposed
initiative titled “An Act providing for protection of wild salmon and fish and wildlife habitat”
(Initiative 17FSH2), a revised version of 17FSHB.

RDC is a statewide business association comprised of individuals and companies from Alaska’s
oil and gas, mining, forest products, tourism and fisheries industries. RDC’s membership
includes Alaska Native Corporations, local communities, organized labor, and industry support
firms. RDC’s purpose is to encourage a strong, diversified private sector in Alaska and expand
the state’s econemic base through the responsible devalopment of our natural resources.

RDC continues to have significant concerns with [nitiative 17FSH2. Our concerns with the
original version remain, and key additional concems with the new version are briefly described
helow. '

. First, RDC believes 17FSH2 continues to mandate an appropriation of Alaska’s resources. This
G action would fundamentally change the Alaska Legislature’s allocation of uses for anadromotus
Paul Glavinovic = fish habitat. In a June 30, 2017 letter signed by Assistant Attorney General Elizabeth Bakalar to

ophen Graba . the initiative proponents, she writes, “ . . . 17FSHB makes an appropriation, which cannot he
done by initiative.according to the Article X|, section 7 of the Alaska Constitution.” Despite mincr
changes, 17FSH2 takes the same action of resource appropriation as the original initiative. It
cha'e!zt-;]espe"r:sonx does this because it fundamentally reworks the legislature’s priorities an use for watersheds and

Mike Jungreis 7 replaces them with the priorities of the initiative proponents.
as Krzewinski B

Second, the new Section 16.05 of the ballot initiative actually makes the initiative even more
impactful on the resource development community and other users of Alaska’s water resources.
This new language in 17FSH2 clarifies that the initiative would apply to existing facilities,
including community and resource development projects, when the permits are up for renewal.
This means there would be no “grandfathering” under the nitiative and the anti-development
mandate would apply to proposed and existing activities. This would create chaos and
tremendous legal uncertainty across Alaska.

Third, the June 30" letter, on Page 5, states, “First, permits would be denied for some dams.
Under section 7, a permit could not be issued for an activity that causes “substantial damage to
anadromous fish habitat,” as a dam inevitably would.*® Second, some large-scale hard rock
mines could not be developed, because they would require “perpetual” water treatment, another
basis for denying a permit. Depending on the location of a large-scale hard rock mine and other
variables, long-term water treatment might be required for some mines. In addition, some
roadways, gaslines, and pipelines are likely fo require permanent re-routing of anadromous
waters, as did the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System. These probably would not be the only types of
project that the initiative would prevent but they are the most obvious to our agency
representatives.”
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While the above statement addressed 17FSHB, the slight revisions to the text in 17FSH2 do not solve these grave
defects. The removal of the word “perpetual” and use of the phrase “adversety affect” does not change the conclusion
that the initiative would increase uncertainty and add additional, unnecessary regulatory burdens to community and
resource development projects across Alaska with little to no added benefit to salmon habitat. In many cases, it would
be impossible to permit an operation. This is particularly the case for the hard rock mining industry. It is very likely a
mine could not be built or operated under 17FSH2.

In closing, we reiterate a message in the HB1992 coalition letter to Representative Louise Stutes (April 2017), “the
intent to safeguard Alaska's salmon fisheries is an objective we share and it is why we support Alaska’s existing
rigorous and science-based regulatory system. Shutting down ecenomic and community development is a
disproportionate response to a problem that doesn’t exist.”

* Itis clear there are many flaws in 17FSH2. RDC’s concerns demonstrated in our July 5" letter on 17FSHB remain the
same with regard to 17FSH2, and our above-mentioned issues are of vital importance to our members.

Thank you for your consideration of our concerns and comments.

Sincerely,

WAW B/\/AU‘“

Marléanna Hall
Executive Director

cC: The Honorable Bill Walker, Governor
Jahna Lindemuth, Attorney General
Elizabeth Bakalar, Assistant Attorney General
Sam Cotten, Commissioner, Alaska Department of Fish & Game
Andy Mack, Commissioner, Alaska Department of Natural Resources
- Larry Hartig, Commissionet, Alaska Department of Envircnmental Conservation

121 West Fireweed Lane, Suite 260, Anchorage, Alaska 99503
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Growing Alaska Through Responsible Resource Development

August 7, 2017

DEC Division of Water
Atin.: Earl Crapps

555 Cordova Street
Anchorage, AK 99501

Via email to earl.crapps@alaska.gov
Re: Draft Antidegradation Implementation Regulations
Dear Mr. Crapps:

The Resource Development Council for Alaska, Inc. (RDC) is writing to comment on

_ GTF;’;"B?;L‘E‘; L ~ the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Division of Water’s Draft
lasonBergerson -~ Antidegradation Implementation Regulations.

- EthanBerto = .

: Pa;gt?eslmsm . RDC.is an Alaskan business association comprised of individuals and companies from
oboves . Alaska’s oil and gas, mining, forest products, tourism and fisheries industries. RDC’s
Patdck Carter - * membership includes Alaska Native Corporations, local communities, organized labor,

Pavohapul . and industry support firms. RDC’s purpose is to encourage a strong, diversified private
sector in Alaska and expand the state’s economic base through the responsible
development of our natural resources.

It is a policy of RDC to advocate for predictable, timely, and efficient state permitting
processes based on sound science and economic feasibility, as well as provide
adequate resources to permitting agencies for personnel, research, and science. That
said, RDC is concerned the proposed regulations will further unnecessarily burden
permittees as well as DEC staff with additional work, creating delays or even halling
future projects due to permitting uncertainty and delays.

Implementation Methods for Antidegradation Analyses Related to APDES;
Removal of Tier 3 References

, The June 2, 2017 Public Notice from DEC announced comments would be accepted on

_u;‘;"ﬁ;‘i‘ﬁé’é o the implementation methods for Antidegradation analyses relaied to the Alaska

‘dudy Palrick Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (APDES), omitting Tier 3 from the notice. With
respect to the public notice, RDC believes references to Tier 3 should be removed from

the draft regulations.

Furthermore, the antidegradation regulation package should be inclusive and describe
in full the nomination process, requirements for designation, and Tier 3 status.
Referencing Tier 3 in the regulations while not allowing comments on the designation is
a clear example of moving the goal posts. As these regulations are developed, RDC
urges DEC to carefully consider what the end result will be for the first project to test
the proposed new rules.

121 West Fireweed Lane, Suite 250, Anchorage, Alaska 99503
907-276-0700 - resources{@akrdec.org * akrde.org
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RDC appreciates that the state is mandated to develop antidegradation regulations, but also believes more
time should be spent on clarifications. These important regulations require additional study and
consideration. However, RDC is concerned the scope of the revisions is {oo broad, and should be more
narrowly focused to what the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is requiring. It is important to note
DEC’s existing antidegradation policy and its implementation methods are already consistent with the EPA’s
antidegradation regulations and regquirements.

Moreover, RDC believes the existing policies are sufficient for protecting Alaska’'s watersheds. The current
implementation policy is legally compliant, and another layer of regulations will be duplicative of the
extremely rigorous process already in place.

Further, RDC strongly believes that the State’s current permitting and water quality standards programs
ensure that all uses of the state’s waters are fully maintained. These programs are already among the most
rigorous and stringent inthe country. As such, implementation of the proposed regulations will produce a
significant additional burden on applicants during permitting and operations without producing any real
benefits in regards to protecting the uses of State waters.

Projects in Alaska, both resource and community development, are already more expensive to establish -
and maintain, and an additional layer of permitting will likely have a negative impact with no added benefit to
the environment. As a resource economy state, with a constitutional mandate to develop its natural
resources, Alaska should not continue to discourage investment. -

In addition to concerns described in this letter, RDC urges the DEC {o address concerns méde by the
Alaska Miners Association (AMA} (August 7, 2017).

These are very important issues to RDC members — oil and gas, mining, fishing, forestry, and tourism
industries — and should be fully addressed before implementation begins. RDC further urges the DEC to
consider making changes fo the proposed implementation plan, as suggested in this and AMA’s letters, and
republish the draft for public review.

RDC thanks DEC for its efforts to involve stakeholders, and appreciates the opportunity to provide
comments.

Sincerely, N
S Pov-

Marleanna Hall
Executive Director

CC: Commissioner Larry Hartig, DEC
Michelle Hale, DEC
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July 20, 2017

The Honorable Ryan Zinke

Secretary, U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20240

Re: Proposed road from Nuigsut to Utgiagvik, National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska
Dear Secretary Zinke:

The Resource Development Council for Alaska for Alaska, Inc. (RDC) is writing to
support year-round surface access from existing North Slope oil and gas infrasiructure

near Nuigsut, through the National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska (NPR-A} to thlagwk
formetly known as Barrow.

i Greg Beischer 5
= Jason Bergerson /-
““EthanBerlo "
Paﬂy Biglawski, o

RDC is an Alaskan business association.comprised of individuals and companies from
Alaska's oil and gas, mining, forest products, tourism and fisheries industries. RDC’s
membership includes Alaska Native Corporations, local communities, organized labor,
and industry support firms. RDC’s purpose is to encourage a sirong, diversified private
sector in Alaska and expand the state’s economic base through the responsible
development of our natural resources.

Dave Chapit
Steve Gonnelly

MlkeFems o
James Fueg | RDC applauds your recent Secretarial Order to update assessments of North Slope oil
and gas resource basins and calling for the development of a revised plan for NPR-A
and the Section 1002 Area of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR). We look
forward to the State of Alaska, North Slope leaders, and the Department of the Interior
(DOI) working together to achieve a better understanding of the tremendous potential
that lies beneath NPR-A and the 1002 Area of ANWR. These promising oil and gas
basins have the potential to refill the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System (TAPS), Alaska’s

economic lifeline and a strategic and critical energy asset for America.

As-you know, in 2013 DOI approved regulations that placed 11 million acres of the 23
million-acre NPR-A into special conservation areas, essentially blocking exploration of
highly-prospective lands and impeding the development of a road system in the energy
reserve. The construction of a road from Nuigsut to Utgiagvik would be a game-
changer in facilitating oil and gas exploration and development in this resource rich
area.

. Currently, surface access inside NPR-A is limited to expensive ice roads, which melt
. away each spring and must be rebuilt at great cost each winter. A year-round gravel
road would provide ali-season access and significantly reduce the high cost of
exploration and development activities in this remote and harsh Arctic climate.
Therefore, surface infrastructure could significantly improve the economics of
developing promising energy prospects in the region. Conversely, the lack of
infrastructure is a major impediment to future exploration and development.

121 West Fireweed Lane, Suite 250, Anchorage, Alaska 92503
907-276-0700 * resources@akrdc.org * akrde.org
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An all-season road would provide a safe and environmentally-sound approach to developing NPR-A’s
energy resources in a timely and economic manner. The proposed design and citing of the road can be built
with mitigation measures to minimize impacts to high-value wetlands, habitat, and hydrology, as well as
tundra, wildlife, agquatic resources, and subsistence activities.

A road link between Nuigsut and Uiqiagvik is essential to safe and efficient operations as petroleum
development expands in NPR-A. The energy reserve is very large and remote, and recent new discoveries
at Smith Bay and near Nuigsut hint at large reserves inside NPR-A. However, new fields would require new
airstrips to move supplies and personnel if no surface access is permitted. In contrast, surface infrastructure
would link local communities, as well as responsible resource development operations. Moreover, road
access would mitigate the inability to fly in poor weather. Relying only on air access to reach remote fields
introduces unnecessary safety risks for personnel and would potentially hinder response to industrial and
medical emergencies.

In recent correspondence to your office, Governor Bill Walker noted there is an increasing need for
community access and connection in the western North Slope region. We couldn’t agree more.
Communities across the western North Slope could benefit greatly from surface transportation infrastructure
through NPR-A. , :

RDC appreciates you making access to Alaska’s vast energy resources a priority. We respectfully request
that you make an all-season road inside NPR-A a transportation infrastructure priority to facilitate future
energy production and provide connectivity between local communities. NPR-A could very well contain
billions of barrels of conventional oil reserves. All-season road access to these resources would lead to
responsible development that has the potential to create thousands of jobs, generate billions of dollars in
new government revenues, help refill TAPS, and provide a reliable, long-term energy supply to strengthen
national security.

Sincerely,

N\ RIS Hors

Marleanna Hall
Executive Director

ce: Senator Lisa Murkowski
Senator Dan Sullivan
Congressman Don Young
Governor Bill Walker
Commissioner Andy Mack, Alaska Department of Natural Resources
Teresa Imm, Arctic Slope Regional Corporation
Jason Bergerson, North Slope Borough
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RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

Growing Alaska Through Responsible Resource Development

July 11, 2017

The Honorable Scott Pruitt
Administrator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Mail Code 1803A

Washington, DC 20463

Submitted via regulations.gov

Attention: Docket 1D No. EPA-HQ-SFUND-2015-0781

RE: Financial Responsibility Requirements Under CERCLA 108(b) for Classes of
Facilities in the Hardrock Mining Industry 82 Fed. Reg. 3388 (Jan. 11, 2017)

Dear Administrator Pruitt:

The Resource Development Council for Alaska, Inc. (RDC) is writing to comment on
the Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) Proposed Rule, “Financial Responsibility
Requirements Under CERCLA § 108(b) for Classes of Facilities in the Hardrock Mining
Industry.”

RDC is an Alaskan business association comprised of individuals and companies from
Alaska’s oil and gas, mining, forest products, tourism and fisheries industries. RDC’s
membership includes Alaska Native Corporations, local communities, organized labor,
and industry support firms. RDC'’s purpose is to encourage a strong, diversified private
sector in Alaska and expand the state’s economic base through the responsible
development of our naiural resources.

RDC urges the EPA to withdraw the Proposed Rule and issue a finding that no new
rule is necessary. RDC members in the hardrock mining industry, as well as the
support sector for mining, have submitted substantial and reasonable evidence for the
Administrative record, such as the July11, 2017 letter submitied for the record by the
Alaska Miners Association {AMA, July 11, 2017).

As the Alaskan economy is dependent on natural resource development, including
mining, it is vital to have predictable and efficient federal and state permitting processes
that are based on sound science. Article VIII, Section | of the Alaska Constitution
mandates “the settlement of Alaska's land and the development of its resources by
making them available for maximum use consistent with the public interest,” to
encourage economic prosperity for Alaska's peoples. RDC is concerned the proposed
rule will impact the ability of its membership to responsibly develop Alaska’s natural
resources.

121 West Fireweed Lane, Suite 250, Anchorage, Alaska 99503
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RDC’s membership includes the five large producing hardrock mines in Alaska, and several more in either
the exploration or permitting phase, as well as many smaller operations throughout Alaska.

The mining industry in Alaska provides jobs across the state, with an average salary over $108,000 per
year, double the state average for all sectors. Mining contributes tens of millions to local governments, and
over $100 million {o state government through royalties, rents, fees, and taxes,

Additionally, Alaska’s mining industry provides payments to Alaska Native corporations, benefiting all 12
regional corporations, and over 220 village corporations across the state, many of which are RDC
members. :

This Proposed Rule is a major federal action and was pursued without adequate consultation with
stakeholders, recognition of existing state and federal requirements for financial reassurance, and
demaonstration of the need for the regulations, especially in states like Alaska.

Moreover, the EPA’s Proposed Rule is unwarranted and duplicates Alaska’s existing requirements. RDC
contends the EPA should avoid imposing an expensive requirement that replicates Alaska’s proven laws.

Among the many concerns RDC has with the proposed rulemaking, we urge the EPA to fully review the
following concems as outlined in the AMA, July 11, 2017 letter:

* Proposed Rule Fails to Recognize Modern Mining Practices and Demonstrate Risk from Current
Hardrock Mining Industry

+ CERCLA Requirements are Already Met by Existing State and Federal Programs

* EPA Failure to Perform Consultations with Alaska Native Corporations

* EPA Lack of Consultation with the Financial Industry and High Cost Versus Minimal Benefits of the
Proposed Regulations

= EPA Proposed Rule Undermines the Alaska Statehood Act

* Proposed Rule Inconsistent with Executive Order 13777

In closing, RDC urges the EPA to halt this flawed process, withdraw the Proposed Rule, and demonstrale
that no new rule is necessary. Thank you for the opportunity to commeni.

Sincerely,

Marleanna Hall
Executive Director
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Secretary |
ast F'resident__ i

July 5, 2017

The Honorable Byron Mallott
Lieutenant Governor of Alaska
P.O. Box 110001

Juneau, AK 99811-0001

Re: Proposed Initiative 17FSHB
Dear Lieutenant Governor Mallott:

The Resource Devei-bpment Council for Alaska, Inc. (RDC) is writing regarding
a proposed initiative titled “An Act providing for protection of wild salmon and
fish and wildlife habitat” (Initiative 17FSHB).

RDC is a statewide business association comprised of individuals and
companies from Alaska's oil and gas, mining, forest products, tourism and
fisheries industries. RDC's membership includes Alaska Native Corporations,
local communities, organized labor, and industry support firms. RDC’s purpose
is to encourage a strong, diversified private sector in Alaska and expand the
state’s economic base through the responsible development of our natural
resources. '

Patrlck Carter
- Dave Chapuﬁ

Steve Connel[y

Jason quui
Da

RDC has grave concerns with Initiative 17FSHB. It is a policy of RDC to
advocate for predictable, timely, and efficient state permitting processes based
on sound science and economic feasibility. Unfortunately, Initiative 17FSHB
proposes to move the state’s permitting process dramatically in the wrong
direction.

MlchaeEJesperson :
: Mike Jungreis -

Initiative 17FSHB would increase uncertainty and add additional, unnecessary
regulatoryburdens to community and resource development projects across
Alaska with little to no added benefit to salmon habitat. This initiative would
likely delay, or in many cases serve to halt projects, resulting in increased costs
for our communities and the private sector.

In April, RDC worked with a coalition of local community, business associations,
Alaska Native corporations, and others to develop a letter opposing House Bill
199 (HB199), expressing initial concerns. While Initiative 17FSHB is not the
same as HB 199, it still carries many of the components that deeply concern
RDC.

.S, Seinator Dan Sullivan
ongressman | DonYoung
“Governor. Bill Walker:

121 West Firewsed Lane, Suite 250, Anchorage, Alaska 99503
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The HB 199 coalition letter expressed overlying areas of concern that this bill would seriously
impact:
* Community development — including upgrades to infrastructure, such as airports and roads,
construction of wastewater treatment plants, natural community growth, and more;
* Economic development — including fish processing, timber harvests, mineral extraction, and
oil and gas development,
» Afuture gas pipeline to transport Alaska’s natural gas from the North Slope to markets.

A copy of the full coalition letter is enclosed (please see attached).

Additionally, it is a policy of RDC to encourage programs that not only manage, but in fact enhance
Alaska’s fisheries resources. RDC believes proper and adequate protections currently exist
through state and federal regulations, while encouraging responsible resource and community
development.

“Further, RDC urges the state to promote and defend the integrity of Alaska’s permitting process - a
process that should enhance,-not discourage or effectively prohibit, community and resource

. development activities. Alaska has a proud record of balancing the important protections needed

for our sustainable fisheries resources while creating jobs and economic benefits through
responsible resource development, -and allowing for adequate community development and

expansion.

As our state faces a fiscal crisis, it is also imperative projects be allowed to go through Alaska’s
well-vetted permitting process and show investors that Alaska is “open for business.” Alaska must
send a message that it has a rigorous permitting process, and that it will foster investment that can
meet or exceed our thorough standards — standards that will be fairly and consistently applied to all
projects.

As written in the HB199 coalition letter, “the intent to safeguard Alaska’s salmon fisheries is an
objective we share and it is why we support Alaska’s existing rigorous and science-based
regulatory system. Shutting down economic and community development is a disproportionate
response to a problem that doesn’t exist.” '

In conclusion, RDC is not seeking less burdensome regulatory processes, but we do request that
as changes are considered, avoiding harm to Alaskan communities and responsible resource
development projects remain paramount.

Thank you for your consideration of our letter expressing some of our many concerns with the
fundamentally flawed Initiative 17FSHB, which we believe will severely impact Alaska’s economy
and local communities.

Sincerely,

NWITOCR (CR
Marleanna Hall
Executive Director

121 West Firewsead Lane, Suite 250, Anchorage, Alaska 99503
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June 30, 2017

Mr. David Johnston, Regional Supervisor

Office of Leasing and Plans

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Alaska OCS Region
3801 Centerpoint Drive, Suite 500

Anchorage, AK 99503-5823

Re: ENI Exploration Flan, Nikaitchug North Exploration Drilling Project
Dear Mr. Johnston:

The Resource Development Council for Alaska, Inc. (RDC) is writing to express
support for the Exploration Plan (EP) prepared by Eni US Operating Co. Inc. (Eni) for
its proposed Nikaitchug North Exploration Drilling Project in the Beaufort Sea.

RDC is a statewide business association comprised of individuals and companies from
Alaska’s oil and gas, mining, forest products, tourism and fisheries industries. RDC’s
membership includes Alaska Native Corporations, local communities, organized labor,
and industry support firms. RDC'’s purpose is to encourage a strong, diversified private
sector in Alaska and expand the state’s economic base through the responsible
development of our natural resources.

Eni is proposing to drill into the federal submerged lands of the Beaufort Sea from its
Spy Island Drillsite (SID), a pre-existing facility located on an artificial gravel istand
within the barrier islands and outside the fall migration path of the bowhead whale. The
company is currently producing up to 22,000 barrels of oil per day on its state leases
within its Nikaitchug Unit from Spy Island. There are currently four oil and gas
producing islands in the Beaufort Sea: Spy Island, Northstar Island, Endicott [sland,
and Oooguruk Island.

As outlined in the EP, Eni is proposing to drill two main wellbores, with a lateral
sidetrack, from Spy Island that will reach into the company’s federal Harrison Bay
leases. The EP clearly describes Eni’s drilling processes and actions the company will
take to meet important safety and environmental standards and to protect access to
subsistence resources.

The Nikaichug North Exploration Drilling Project has been designed to minimize
impacts to biclogical populations and habitats by using existing infrastructure, limit
operational windows, following other measures designed to mitigate impact, and
conduct activities in a manner similar to Eni's current practices. Moreover, the company
will only conduct drilling operations during the winter, mitigating other potential impacts
as fewer species of marine mammals are present in winter.

Exploration, development, and production operations will be conducted in a manner
that prevents unreasonable conflicts between industry and subsistence activities,
including but not limited to, bowhead whale subsistence hunting. Eni is working with

121 West Fireweed Lane, Suite 250, Anchorage, Alaska 99503
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subsistence users in the area to mitigate the chances for conflict by discussing and signing a Conflict
Avoidance Agreement. The company has existing procedures in place to mitigate impacts to witdlife.

North Slope oil and gas exploration, development, and production are the lifeblood to the economy of
Alaska, the North Slope Borough, and lodal communities., The responsible development of Alaska’s oil and
gas resources have generated contracts for service providers and provided billions of dollars in royalty and
tax revenue to local, state, and federal governments. Qil revenues provide and fund thousands of private
and public sector jobs, as well as critical public services and infrastructure. It's clear that Alaskans and our
state’s economy would benefit significantly from increased oil production. In fact, the very concept of
Alaska’s statehood is predicated on the development of natural resources.

However, the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System (TAPS), is now starved for olil, operating at one-fourth its capacity. It's
not because Alaska has depleted its natural resources. In fact, there is more oil in place onshore and offshore the
North Slope than what has been developed since statehood. The challenge is achieving access to the resource.

Unfortunately, there are special interests in our nation that are opposed to further development of America’s
energy resources. They advocate leaving oil in the ground, but even in an era of climate change, reality
requires continued development of America’s oil and gas resources. While renewable and alternative
energy will make up a growing part of the U.S. energy portfolio, they will not significantly reduce our reliance
on foreign sources of oil in the near or mid-term, given they are projected to account for a relatively small
percentage of America’s energy in 2030. The health of our economy and national security will require
utilization of both conventional and unconventional energy sources.

Every barrel of oil not developed in America will simply be imported from overseas where environmental
regulations are often weaker and emissions from production activities are higher than from domestic
operations. To further reduce our reliance on foreign sources of oil, America must continue to pursue
responsible oil and gas development onshore and offshore Alaska, where over 30 percent of the nation’s
technically recoverable resources reside. New production from Alaska would provide a bridge to the
alternative and renewable energy sources of the future.

In conclusion, RDC encourages the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management to move forward with this project

" s0 drilling can get underway in December, as outlined in the plan. Clearly, Eni can conduct the Nikaitchug

North Exploration Drilling Project in a responsible and safe manner. Thank you for the opportunity to submit
comments on the project.

Sincerely,

Carl Portman
Deputy Director
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RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

Growing Alaska Through Responsible Resource Development

May 22, 2017

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
888 First Street, NE

Washington, DC 20426

Submitted via www.ferc.gov

Re: Alaska Gasline Development Corporation application for the Alaska LNG project,
Docket Nos. CP17-178-000

To Whom It May Concemn;

The Resource Development Council (RDC) is writing to express support for furthering
the application process for the proposed Alaska LNG project, a project that would
benefit all of Alaska and our future economy.

RDC is an Alaskan business association comprised of individuals and companies from
Alaska’s oil and gas, mining, forest products, tourism and fisheries industries. RDC's
membership includes Alaska Native Corporations, local communities, organized labor,
and industry support firms. RDC’s purpose is to encourage a strong, diversified private
sector in Alaska and expand the state’s economic base through the responsible
development of our natural resources.

The Alaska LNG project is positioned to become a significant component of Alaska’s
economy-in the 21st century. The project would create thousands of construction jobs
and hundreds of permanent jobs. Moreover, it is important to recognize that historically,
for every oil and gas industry job, an estimated 20 additional jobs are generated across
Alaska’s economy. :

The project is expected to generate billions of dollars in revenues annually to the State
of Alaska. Providing a market for Alaska's natural gas is secured, the Alaska LNG
project will likely spur further exploration across the North Slope and Interior Alaska,
leading to increased throughput and an extended life for the Trans Alaska Pipeline
System (TAPS). Additionally, the project would generate more private sector economic
aclivity and jobs for Alaskans.

The project has three major components: a gas treatment plant located at Prudhoe

- Bay, an 807-mile long pipeline to Southcentral Alaska with off-takes for in-staie use of

natural gas, and a natural gas liquefaction plant in Nikiski at tidewater.

The Alaska LNG project could make affordable natural gas available to Fairbanks and
other communities, which in recent years have experienced the highest energy rates in
the nation to heat their homes in the harsh Arctic climate.

121 West Fireweed Lane, Suite 250, Anchorage, Alaska 99503
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With trillions of cubic feet of stranded natural gas, this project could be essential to providing affordable
energy to Alaska and the wotld.

We believe a newly constructed gas pipeline will utilize proven technologies that will enable safe operations
while minimizing environmental impacts. RDC is confident this project can be built in an environmentally
responsible manner, as was TAPS, which was constructed 40 years ago.

Thank you for your consideration of our comments.

Sincerely,

\ \A LAV ots

Marleanna Hall
Executive Director
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Event Sponsorship & Exhibit Opportunities

Platinum Sponsor $5,000

~ Ten individual registrations to the conference (Up to $4,750 value)
— Half-page space in the conference program®
— Sponsor recognition in all conference communications and the Resource Review newsletter
— Display of your company logo on screens at the conference™*
. * Due Monday, October 30th, send to resources@akrdc.org. Dimensions: 7.25"w x 4.5"h.

Cosponsor $3,000

— Six individual registrations to the conference (Up to $2,850 value)
— Quarter-page space in the conference program®
— Sponsor recognition in all conference communications and the Resource Review newsletter
- Display of your company logo on screens at the conference™*
*Due Monday, October 30th, send to resources@akrdc.org. Dimensions: 3.5"w x 4.5"h.

General Sponsor $2,000

— Four registrations to the conference (Up to $1,900 value)
— Sponsor recognition in all conference communications and the Resource Review newsletter
— Display of your company logo on screens at the conference™*

Underwriter $1,250

— Two registrations to the conference (Up to $950 value)
~ Sponsor recognition in all conference communications and the Resource Review newsletter
— Display of your company logo on screens at the conference™*

**|_ogos due to resources@akrdc.org by Friday, November 3rd

Exhibitor $1,200 (Member), $1,500 (Non-member)

SOLD OUT LAST SIX YEARS!
— Exhibit space at the conference*
- Includes one conference registration (Up to $475 value)
— Recognition on program insert
* Reserve early as space is limited. Exhibit hall sells out quickly.

Return sponsorship for}h by Friday, Octobek 6th

to be listed in the online brochure.




Specialty Sponsorship Opportunities

All specialty sponsorships receive special recognition and display of company logo!
Sponsorship and Exhibitor payment options are also available online at akrdc.org.

Luncheon Sponsor (Wednesday or Thursday) $6,000 each SOLD OUT!
Largest attraction of the conference featuring keynote speakers and networking lunch.

Eye-Opener Breakfast (\WWednesday or Thursday) $5,000 each ONE REMAINING!
Every attendee’s first stop! A warm buffet with a wide variety of breakfast fare.

Morning Breaks (Wednesday or Thursday) $5,000 each SOLD OUT!
The conference stops for these popular breaks. Advertise your company with our specially-designed breaks!

Wednesday Afternoon Break $5,000
Network at an old-fashioned ice cream social event — a big crowd pleaser! Your logo displayed dur:ng the break.

Thursday Send-Off Toast $4,000
Champagne and sparkling cider provide an elegant conclusion to Alaska’s premier conference on resource

development. Sponsor is welcome to deliver closing toast.

Centerpiece Sponsor $2,500 SOLD OUT!
Personalized arrangements provided by the sponsor at each table.

Espresso Cart Sponsor $3,500 ONE REMAINING!
A big hit among conference attendees. Your company logo on every cup!

Charging Station Sponsor $3,500
A high visibility stop during the conference for attendees needing to charge their phones and tablets.

RDC Grand Raffle
Donate a prize of your choice for the popular drawing held at the close of the conference.

Please fill out the following information and email to resources@akrdc.org. RDC will send an invoice or gladly

accept credit card payments. Questions? Call (907} 276-0700.
Sponsorship Level: Platinum Cosponsor General Underwriter Exhibitor

Specialty Sponsorship Choice(s):

Raffle Prize:

Company: Contact:

Address: City/State/Zip:

Phone: E-mail:

Credit Card #: Exp. Date: Type:

Thank you for your support and participation! Your generous sponsorship sustains
RDC and its work on issues important to you and your business.




PLATINUM SPONSORS

BP Alaska

CH2M

ConocoPhillips Alaska, inc.
ExxonMobil

NANA

Northrim Bank

Saltchuk

VIP RECEPTEON HOST
ExxonMobil

LUNCH SPONSORS
Holland America Line
Northrim Bank

Send-off Toast Spohsor
AlaskaACT

BREAKFAST SPONSORS

BP Alaska
Wells Fargo

NETWORKING BREAK SPONSORS
Colville, Inc.
‘ConocoPhillips Alaska, Inc.
Stoel Rives LLP

COSPONSORS
Ahtna, Inc.

Alaska Communications
American Marine [nternational
Arctic Slope Regional Corporation
ASRC Energy Services

Calista Corporation

Chugach Alaska Corporation
CLIA Alaska

Coak Inlet Region, Inc.

Cruz Companies Afaska

ENSTAR Natural Gas Company
Fluor

Fugro

Hotel Captain Cook & the Voyager Inn
LGL Alaska Research Associates
Litlle Red Services

Lynden

Pacific Environmental Corporation
Sealaska Corporation

SRK Consulting (U.S.), Inc.
Sumitomo Metal Mining Pogo LLC
Teck Alaska

Tesoro Alaska Company

Van Ness Feldman LLP
Westward Fishing Company
Westward Seafoods, Inc.

ESPRESSO STAND SPONSORS
Carlile
Hecla Greens Creek Mining Company

(ENTERPIECE SPONSOR
Alaska Alrlines and Alaska Air Cargo

NAME TAG SPONSOR
ExxonMobil

GENERAL SPONSORS

Alaska Airlines

Alaska Business Monthly

Alaska Frontier Constructors

Alaska Gasline Development Corporation
Alaska Journal of Commerce
Alaska Laborers Union

Alaska National Insurance Company
Alaska Oil and Gas Association

The Aleut Corporation

Alyeska Pipeline Service Company
APICC

ASRC Caonstruction Holding Compaiy, LLC
Bristo! Bay Industrial

Caelus Energy Alaska, LLC
Chugach Electric Association

Davis Wright Tremaine LLP

Donlin Gold LLC

DOWL

Dowland Bach

Doyon Limited

Fairweather LLC/Edison Chouest Offshore
GCl Industrial Telecom

Great Bear Petroleum Operating LLC
HDR

Hilcorp Alaska LLC

Judy Patrick Photography

K&L Gates LLP

Kinross - Fort Knox

The Lakefront Anchorage

NANA WorleyParsons

North Slope Borough

North Star Terminal

NOVAGOLD Resources, Inc.
Pebble Partnership

Perkins Coie LLP

Petro 49 Inc/Petro Marine Services
Petroleum News

Petrotechnical Resources of Alaska
PRL Logistics

Repsol

Schlumberger Qilfield Services
Teamsters Local 959

TEMSCO Helicopters

Trust Land Office

Usibelli Coal Mine, Inc.

Visit akrdc.org for
2017 sponsors!

Thank you 2016 Sponsors!

UNDERWRITERS

ABR, Inc.

AIDEA

Air Liquide America LP

Alaska Railroad Corporation
Alaska USA Federal Credit Union
Anchorage Sand & Gravel
Armstrong Oil and Gas Company
Associated General Contractors of Alaska
Bering Straits Native Corporation
Brice Companies

Brilliant Media Strategies

Bristol Bay Native Corporation
Coeur Alaska - Kensington Gold Mine
Conam Construction Company
Crowley

Denali Drilling, Inc..

Doyen Associated LLC

exp Energy Services, Inc.

First National Bank Alaska
Flowline Alaska, Inc.

Geokinetics

Glacier Qi and Gas

Global Diving & Salvage, Inc.
Golder Associates

Granite Construction Company
Halliburton

Hawk Consultants LLC

IBEW Local 1547

Key Bank

Koncor Forest Products

The McDowell Group, Inc.
Michael Baker international
Millrock Resources, Inc.

MS| Communications

NC Machinery/NC Power Systems
Northrim Benefits Group '
Owl Ridge Natural Resource Consultants, Inc.
Pacific Seafood Processors Association
Petro Star Inc.

Port of Anchorage

Price Gregory Internationat
Quantum Spatial, Inc.

Resource Data Inc.

SAExploration

Shell Exploration & Production
SLR International Corporation
Sourdough Express

Stantec Consulting

STG Incorporated

Taku Engineering, LLC

TerraSond Limited

Tower Hill Mines, Inc.

Udelhoven Qilfield System Services
UIC Alaska

Univar Alaska

Vitus Energy, LLC

The Wilson Agency

Winchester Alaska, Inc.

YUIT COMMS




=y o-day ANILCA
2rvation Act of 1980.

Whai is ANILCA?
Through ANILCA, Congress designated 104 million acres of new national
parklands, wildlife refuges, and other conservation lands in Alaska, for

a fotal of 139 million acres {more than one third of the state). Congress
balanced the unprecedented scale of these designations with similarly
unprecedented accommodations for Alaskans’ way of life and reliance
on d resource-based economy.

ANILCA Training Includes
O Summary of Alaska's land history from Territorial days to present
O Context of ANILCA's passage — including

e maijor constifuents

e issues of the day

e the Greal Compromise

Overview of ANILCA statutory provisions

O Key access provisions of ANILCA, including access for fraditional
activities, subsistence, inholdings, and fransportation & utility systems
: @ 1 O Subsisience on federal lands
e D O Wilderness reviews and management
Governor Warrer |. Hicra, Founper . . . . .
O ANILCA implementfation, including federal land planning
Presenied by O Case studies

Institute of the North
715 L Street, Svite 300
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
www.insilfutenorth.org

SPONSOR 7his course is offered in partnership with the US Department
of the Interior University {(DCIU), building on a curiculum developed

in 2004 with an appropriation from Congress — and now substantially
improved to meet contemporary needs.




ANILCA Training Objectives

Seek a greater understanding of this sweeping legislation and its
in luence on conservation policy, business apportunities, Alaska
residents' way of life, resource development, and public land
rmanagement in Alaska.

Understanding ANILCA assists both federal managers and nonfed-
eral stakeholders in inding implementation solutions that continue
to balance conservation and Alaska's unigue circumstances.
Participation by multiple agencies and non-federal stakeholders
enriches the leaming experience.,

Recommended for

Federal agencies with ANILCA implementation responsibilifies,
state and local land and resource managers, Native
corporations, rural residents and inholders, as well as community’
leaders, policy makers, consultants, the academic community
and the interested public.

Instructors
Over a dozen presenters include federal and non-federal subject
matter experts with extensive ANILCA experience.

Cost

$575 tuition includes two days of instruction, copy of ANILCA &
Amendments; presentation documents; " Alaska in Maps - A
Thematic Atlas”; and a poriable USB drive with relevant laws,
regulations and other supporling documenis,

The Institute of the North
Founded by Governor Walter J. Hickel,
the Institute of the North’s mission is to

inform public policy and cultivate an e S
engaggd Citizany.y '//’//Z//A ﬁ

GoverNox Warter J. Hicror, Founper

The Institute of the North works to increase knowledge of north-ermn
issues at local, national, and global levels and 1o strengthen
Alaskans’ voices in northern

decision-making.

Training Schedule
ANILCA Trainings are typically held in Anchorage at the Campbell
Creek Science Center each Spring and Fall. Upcoming dates
include:

+ November 7-8, 2017

« March 6-7,2018

To REGISTER or Learn More

Visit www.insiitutenorth.org
(For DOI and non-DOI federal employees: see special
government links on registration page)




Thank You!

The Resource Development Council would like to acknowledge the generous sponsors of our 42nd Annual Meeting Luncheon on June 28
featuring Hal Quinn, President, National Mining Association. Thank you for growing Alaska through responsible resource development.
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AECOM - Crowley Pacific Seafood Processors Association
Ahtna Davis Wright Tremaine LLP Petro 49 Inc/Petro Marine Services
AIDEA DOWL Petro Star Inc.
Air Liquide America Corporation Dowland Bach Petroleurn News
Alaska Business Monthly ENSTAR Natural Gas Company Petrotechnical Resources of Alaska
Alaska Executive Search First National Bank Alaska PND Engineers, Inc.
Alaska Oil and Gas Association Flowline Alaska, Inc. Port of Anchorage
Alaska Railroad Corporation Fluor Price Gregory International
Alaska USA Federal Credit Union Global Diving & Salvage, Inc. Quantum Spatial, Inc.
Aleut Corporation Granite Construction Company Quintillion
All Pro Alaska Halliburton Reeves Amodio L.LC
Alyeska Pipeline Service Company Hawk Consultants LLC Schlumberger Qilfield Services
Anchorage Sand & Gravel HDR Alaska, Inc. Shoreside Petroleum
APICC Hilcorp Alaska, LLC STG Incorporated
Armstrong Oil and Gas Company Hotel Captain Cook Stoel Rives, LLP
Associated General Contractors of Alaska HXR Drilling Services, Inc. Taku Engineering
At-Sea Processors Association Judy Patrick Photography Teamsters Local 959
BDO USA, Inc. Laborers Local 341 Tesoro Alaska Company
Brice Companies : McDowell Group Tower Hill Mines inc.
Brilliant Media Services : Michael Baker International, Inc. Udelhoven Qilfield Services
Bristol Bay Native Corporation Moiris Communications UIC Commercial Services
Calista Corporation MSI Communications Weaver Brothers, Inc.
CH2M North Slope Borough Wells Fargo
Chugach Electric Association North Star Equipment Services Westward Fishing Company
Coeur Alaska — Kensington Gold Mine North Star Termin (1 & Stevedore Company Westward Seafoods, Inc,
Colville, Inc. Northern Industrial Training YUIT COMMS
Conam Construction Company NPC Energy Services LLC

<b RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

Grawing Alaska Through Responsible Resource Davslopment




